Mercy Corps Anti-Trafficking Policy
1.

Purpose

Consistent with its mtsswn to alleviate povetiy, suffering and oppression, Mercy Corps is
c01mnitted to a work environment and operations that are free from human trafficking and
exploitation. Human trafficking and exploitation are wholly contrary to Mercy Corps mission.
Mercy Corps will not allow human trafficking or slavery in any pmi of our global organization or
with any of our pminers. Tllis policy sets fotih the expectations we have of our team members to
avoid engagement of, complicity in, or benefiting from human trafficking.
2.

Scope of Policy

Tllis policy applies to:

Mercy Corps Global and Mercy Corps Europe, their subsidiaries and

affiliate organizations (collectively "Mercy Corps"); Members of Mercy Corps' Boards of
Directors, officers, management, Team Members, seconded employees, intems, and volunteers
(collectively "Team Members"); and Subrecipients, partner organizations, contractors, outside
experts (including attomeys), consultants, agents, representatives, and any other orgmlization or
individual that acts on Mercy Corps' behalf,

at Mercy Corps' direction or with Mercy Corps

funding (collectively "Partners").
3.

Policy Statements

3.1. It is the policy of Mercy Corps to comply with laws and regulations prohibiting trafficking

in persons. Mercy Corps Team Members, and Partners must avoid and are prohibited from
active engagement, complicity in or benefiting from any practice that constitutes trafficking
in persons. The consent of a victim of trafficking is inelevant.
3.2. "Trafficking in persons" means the recruitment, transportation (including failure to provide

retum transportation), transfer, harboring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use
of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of
power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits
to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for .the purpose of
exploitation. "Exploitation" includes, at a nlinimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of
others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor or services, slavery or practices
similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.

The recruitment, transportation,

transfer, harboring or receipt of someone under the age of 18 for the purpose of exploitation
is considered "trafficking in persons".
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